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Darkroom: A Memoir in Black and White is an arresting and moving personal story about childhood,

race, and identity in the American South, rendered in stunning illustrations by the author,Â Lila

Quintero Weaver. Â In 1961, when Lila was five, she and her family emigrated from Buenos Aires,

Argentina, to Marion, Alabama, in the heart of Alabamaâ€™s Black Belt. As educated, middle-class

Latino immigrants in a region that was defined by segregation, the Quinteros occupied a privileged

vantage from which to view the racially charged culture they inhabited. Weaver and her family were

firsthand witnesses to key moments in the civil rights movement.Â  But Darkroom is her personal

story as well: chronicling what it was like being a Latina girl in the Jim Crow South, struggling to

understand both a foreign country and the horrors of our nationâ€™s race relations. Weaver, who

was neither black nor white, observed very early on the inequalities in the American culture, with its

blonde and blue-eyed feminine ideal. Throughout her life, Lila has struggled to find her place in this

society and fought against the discrimination around her.
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Darkroom is not your usual female graphic memoir. Quintero's Memoir deals with immigration, race,

social upheaval and identity. Not white, neither black, the Quinteros arrived from Argentina in 1961

and settle in the Alabama Black Belt area, in a time when segregation and Civil Rights libertarians

were going to change the course of History in America. Lila and her family view and dealt with

Segregation in a way that was not what was expected from them, but they could not but be appalled

by the reality of Segregation and life conditions of Afro-Americans but also were supportive of the



Civil Rights movement.Dark Room is both a personal and family memoir. It is also a memoir about

the troubles of immigration, of being always The Other. The book it is perfect to illustrate Alterity

processes. In a way, it is just normal that the Quinteros would see "the others" in American society,

the Afro-Americans, with empathy and humanness. They themselves were "the others" to both

white and black people. This gave them an unique vantage point, and also created troubled for

them in their personal relationships. I also like the fact that we witness the different fortunes of the

Quintero's siblings, as immigration affects differently to the members of the same family because

people are, after all, individuals.Dark Memoir is a lovely Memoir that goes from the personal to the

familiar, stopping at the historical. Quintero herself reveals at the that memory is not the only source

of her Memoir, as an historical approach is given to the narration of some of the horrific events

happened in Alabama during the 1960s.
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